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. mix THOU MAYEST KNOW, HOW THOU OUGHTEST TO BEHAVE = 
| 5  _ THYSELF IN THE HOUSE OF GOD---WHICH IS, THE CHURCH OF 
MT | 1 
1 >. THE LIVING GOD---THE PILLAR, AND THE GROUND OF THE 
5 TRUTH. © 4 * | 
4G 3 ; | | g 
bs, S 5 : F--. 4 3 en OH 8 IB, : 7 22 a | 3 5 ; 
| 5 N that very intereſting and comprehenſive Variety of hiſtoric 
I Records, which have been handed down for our inſtruction 
; 3 in the facred Writings, there is a ſurpriſing Anecdote related in 
4 43 the Travels of Jacob from Beerſheba to Haran. For, we are 
. given to underſtand, that, in his way to Padan-haram, he 
„ 6 lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, becauſe 
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r TE 
tte ſun was ſet: and he took of the ſtones of that place, and put 
them for his pillows,” and lay down in that place to ſleep. And 
he dreamed, and behold, a Ladder ſet u pon the earth, and the 
top of it reached to Heaven : and behold, ' the Angels of God 
aſcending and deſcending on it. And behold, the Lord ſtood 
above it, and faid, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy Father, 


= and the God of Iſaac: the land whereon thou lieſt, to. thee will 
I give it, and to thy ſeed. And thy ſced ſhall be as the duſt of 


the earth; and thou ſhalt ſpread abroad to the weſt, and to the 
eaſt, and to the north, and to the ſouth: and in thee, and in 
thy ſeed, ſhall all the families of the earth be bleſſed. And 
behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither 


thou goeſt, and will bring thee again into this land: for I will 


not leave thee, until I have done that which I have ſpoken to. 
thee of. And Jacob awaked out of his ſleep, and he faid, 


ſurely the Lord is in this place, and 1 knew it not. And he was 
afraid, and aid, how dreadful is this place! this is none other 


but The Houſe of Cet, and this is the gate of Heaven. 


Let me be permitted 31 hope, chat pe will every one of you,, 


find this conſecrated Spot, where we are now aſſembled, The 


Gate of Heaven to your immortal Spirits ; and, let. me intreat, 
that you will conſider Ir, as The Houſe of God, and 7 our ſebves, 


as in his more immediate Prefence, while I am attempting to 
ſhew, te What are the particular Views, we. ought to entertain, 
in our Minds and Hearts, reſpecting The Houſe of God; and 


” 


reſpecting 


| 
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1 7 * | 
reſpecting that Houſe, boch as The Church of the rl * | 


and : as the Pillar and Ground of The Truth. 


It will be NF OrY I apprehend, a leading Privelple in 
the Conduct of intelligent Beings, that, the Behaviour of every 
Man, whether in a civil or in a religious reſpect, will depend 
very materially upon the habitual Conceptions of his Mind, as 
to Perſons, Places, and Things. If we entertain a mean or de- 


_ grading Opinion of any Perſon, Place, or Thing, it is to be 
ſuppoſed, we ſhall treat it accordingly : but, if our Eſtimation 


of a Perſon, Place, or Thing be reſpectful and high, our Con- 
duct, it may be preſumed, will be under. the Influence of that 
Impreſſion. Tae | : 4 


For the propriety and juſtice of this Remark, I need only 
appeal to the very different Style of Character, which diſcovered 
itſelf in the Deportment of our bleſſed Saviour, and the Scribes 


and the chief Prieſts, towards one and the ſame Object. Upon 


the triumphal Entry of The Son of God into Jeruſalem [which 
we this Day commemorate] Jeſus went into the Temple, and 
began to caſt out them that ſold and bought in the Temple, and 
overthrew the tables of the money-changers, and the ſeats of 
them that ſold doves; and would not ſuffer that any man ſhould 
carry any veſſel through the Temple. And he taught, ſaying 


unto them, Is is not written, My houſe ſhall be called of all 
nations the Houſe of Prayer? but ye have made it a den of thieves. 
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ee Serbe an chief Prieſts bead it, and gk how: they 


might deſtroy him: for they feared him, n al the: yeopla 
were aſtoniſhed at his DOING. | 
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as to > the 8 8 of entertaining pong Views 
of Perſons, Places, and Things, in the grand Concerns of Re- 
ligion and Worſhip, to wave an infinity of arguments, let one be 


ſufficient - and that one, deduced from the Circumſtances, 81 


tuation, and Addreſs of the A a when reſident in the | 


N of Athens. 

„ Now while Paul was waiting at Athens, his ſpirit was 
ſtirred in him, when he ſaw the city wholly given to idolatry. 
Then Paul ſtood in the midſt of Mars-hill, and ſaid, Ye men. 


of Athens, 1 perceive that in all things ye are too ſuperſtitious.. 8 
For as I paſſed by, and beheld your Devotions, I found an altar 


with this inſcription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom 
therefore ye ignorantly worſhip, him declare I unto you. God 
that made the world, and all things therein, ſeeing that he is 


Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands: neither is worſhi pped with men's hands, as though 
he needed any thing, ſeeing he giveth to all life, and breath, 


and all things ; and hath made of one blood all nations of men, 


for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined 


the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation : 


that they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if haply they might feel after 
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kim, and find him, though he be not far OE IR af us: 5 
for in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain 
alſo of your own Poets have fad. For we are his Offspring. 
Foraſmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not 
to think that the Godbead is like unte gold, or filver, or one: 
W 


| 1 then, that the Operations of our Minds have fo, 

conſiderable an Effect upon the Turn of our Behaviour, it be- 
comes a matter of the greateſt Conſequence, What are our 
_ Fiews of Furs Housk or GOD; and, that They ſhould be 
juſt, and right-—-that we may know,. how we ought to behave - 
. in the 8 855 of God. 


The Heuſ of God may be aided ws a particular Place or: 
Edifice, ſet apart. for the. purpoſe of divine Worſhip : and it is 
to be conceived of, as a Place, where the condeſcending Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven is graciouſly pleaſed to manifeſt his more eſpe- 
cial Preſence to his faithful Worſhippers. _ To this very Idea it 
is that Solomon is alluding at the Dedication of the Temple, 
when © he ſtood before the altar of the Lord, in the preſence of. 
all the congregation of Ifrael, and ſpread forth his hands toward. 
heaven, and ſaid, But will God indeed dwell on the earth ? be- 
hold, the heaven, and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee, 
bow much leſs this houſe which I have builded ? yet have thou 
reſpect unto the prayer of thy ſervant, and to his ſupplication, 
ä O Lord 
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0 Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer 


— 


which thy ſervant prayeth before thee to day: that thine eyes 
may be open toward this houſe night and day, even toward the 
place df which thou haſt ſaid, My name ſhall be there: that 
thou mayeſt hearken' unto the prayer which thy ſervant ſhall 
make towards this place. And hearken thou to the ſu pplica- 
tion of thy ſervant, and of thy people Iſrael, when they ſhall 

pray towards this place: and hear thou in heaven thy * = 
TO and when thou heareſt, avis gt i 


— 


Ihe Mouſe of God is to be conſidered again as 4 Place of Eu- 
quiry---whither we are to reſort for the great Purpoſe of en- 


quiry, with regard to the Things of God, and Religion, the 
Soul, and Eternity. « And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt 
days, that the mountain of the Lord's houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
in the top of the mountains, and ſhall. be exalted above the 
| hills; and all nations ſhall flow unto. it. And many people 
tall go and ſay, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the houſe of the God of Jacob, and he will teach 
us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths; for out of Zion 


ſhall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jeruſa- 
lem.” One thing have I. deſired of the Lord, that will I ſeek 


.. after, that I may dwell in the houſe of the Lord, all the days of 


my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, . to . in 
| Kis a 


We 


FER: 1 
we have ſeen from a paſſage already quoted, that this place 
is to be beheld as. 7. he Houſe of Prayer : and Prayer, as it is an 
Act of divine Worſhip, is not to be treated as a mere Opus ope- 
ratum, but as an Exerciſe of the Spirit, and of the Under- 


ſtanding. I will pray with the , and with the Under- 
leading allo.” 


It would ack be very incorrect, were I to omit obſerving, 
that The Houſe of God is to be viewed as that particular Place, 
where his Name, his Perfections, and his. Word are recorded, 
are celebrated, are honoured, above every other Place. For, is. 
it not expreſsly aſſerted, that, «© The Lord loveth the Gates of 
Zion more than all the. dwellings of Jacob?“ And has he not as 
expreſsly promiſed, In whatſoever places I record my Name, 
I will come unto Thee, and will bleſs Thee ?”.. Nor do we 
read, in the facred. Scriptures, of the Glory of the Lord filling 
any Place, but that of his Houſe ; where alone we meet with 
the Subſtance, of which the ceremonial Law: was the Shadow ; the 
inward and ſpiritual Grace, of which the Candleſtick, the 
Table, the Shew- bread, the golden Cenſer, the Ark of the Co- 
venant, Aaron's.Rod, the Mercy-ſeat, and the Sacrifccs, were 
the outward and vr Sign. 


To entertain any other or any inferior Ideas of the Houſe of 
God, as a Place, is improper, is degrading, is irreligious. And; 


if ſuch be The Houſe of God, how is it then that we ought to 


bebaue 


behowe Ourſelves in the houſe of God?---Shall I zel/ you? is it 
expedient for me to 17form-you, that, in the more immediate 
Preſence of. the moſt high God, we are to behave with Decency, 
with Seriouſneſe, with Attention? ---To neglett the Houſe of 
8 God, is indeed to treat him with profane Indifference- but, to 
come into his Houſe with a trifling, a worldly, or an impious 
Spirit, is to inſult the divine Majeſty to his face. Wherewithal 
{hall I come before the Lord, and bow myſelf before the moſt 
High God?---The Lok is in his _ W all the 
Earth _ Silence before him !” 


Not that it is e merely to preſerve A folemn Silence--- 
there are ſeveral other devout Exerciſes of the Heart, which 5 
are no leſs becoming and requiſite i in the Houſe of God. Such, 
for inſtance, and to notice but a few, as Humility--- Delight--- 
and Gratitude. < For, thus faith the highand lofty One, that 
inhabiteth Eternity, whoſe name is holy, I dwell in the high 

| and holy place; with him alſo that is of a contrite and humble 
ſpirit, to revive the wn of the humble, and to revive the heart | 
of the contrite ones.” « Thus fith the Lord, 'the heaven is 
my throne, and the earth is my footſtool: where is the Houſe 
that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my reſt ? For 
.all thoſe things hath mine hand made, and all thoſe thin gs have 
been, faith the Lord: but to this Man will I look, even to him 
that is poor and of a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my 
ZZ io What 


4 


vo A 


[hn 1 
What indeed is the spirit of the Pſalm we are continually 
repeating in our own inimitable Service, but this very Spirit of 
Gratitude, of H umility, of Delight in the houſe of God ? 
«© O come, let us ſing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful noiſe 
to the rock of our ſalvation. Let us come before his preſence 
with thankſgiving, and make à joyful noiſe unto him with 
pſalms. For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above 
all Gods. In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the 
ſtrength of che hills is his alſo. The ſea is his, and he made it: 
and his hands formed the dry land. O come, let us worſhip 
and bow down : let us kneel before the Lord our maker. For 
he is our God, and we are the 4 of his 12 298 and the ſheep 
of his hand.” * 


But, it is very awfully remarked, in the Word of Inſpiration, 
that, In a great Houſe, there are not only Veſlels of Gold, 
and of Silver, but alſo of Wood, and of Earth; and ſome to 
Honour, and ſome to Diſhonour. What if, by this great 
Houſe, we were to underſtand, the Houſe of God; the Veſſels of 
gold and of ſilver may ſignify Thoſe, who attend it from Princi- 
ples of Conſcience and of heavenly Diſpoſition ; and the Veſſels 
of wood and of earth, 7 boſe, the cold, the careleſs, the formal, 
and the unprofitable, who appear there indeed, but who are neither 
the -wiſer, the better, nor the happier for their Appearance; 
drawing nigh to God, it may be, with their mouths, and honour- 
ing him with their lips, when their Hearts are far from him. 

ORs” 125 x = Upon 


Upon the mak diſtant qpprchendion; that I 159 be eſeribing 
„„ 8 caſe of any now before me, you will not be offended with 
ey me, I truſt, for very earneſtly recommending it to you, to beg 

of God, that, in the moſt aftecting Views of the Preciouſneſs 

and the Glories of his Houſe, you may be able to ſay, and to 
feel what you fay, © How. amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord 

of hoſts ! My ſoul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the Courts of 

the LoxD : my heart and my fleſh crieth out for the living God, 
Bleſſed are they that dwell: in thy Houſe :. they will be ſtill 
_ praiſing thee. ' For a day i in thy Courts is better than a thouſand.; 

I had rather be a door-keeper. in the Houſe of my God, than to 

dwell in the tents of wickedneſs. For the Logy' God is a ſun 


and ſhield: the Lox: D will give grace and glory : no good thin 8 
will he withhold from them that walk pk 


"Thins Pe no 3 RES View of this Hou, which the 
Apoſtle might have had originally, and principally in his eye--- 
and that is, when it is ſpoken of as à ſpiritual Houſe ; of which, 
the Redeemer himſelf is the ſole Foundation, and all the Mem- 
bers of his myſtical Body, the Superſtructure. As it is written, 
cc No other foundation can any one lay than that which is laid, 
which is Je $US Cnx15T. To whom coming, as unto a living 

a Stone, diſallowed indeed of Men,. but choſen.of God, and preci- 
ous, ye alſo as lively Stones are built up a ſpiritual Houſe, an holy | 
| Prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices, acceptable to God 
My by Jeſus Chriſt. Now ¾ therefore ye are no more Strangers and 
| Forcigners, 


* 


=o] 

Forcigners 5 but Fellow- citizens with the Saints, and of the 
Houſhold of God; and are built upon the Foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief 
1 Corner- ſtone, in whom, all the building, fitly framed together, 
groweth into an holy Temple in the Lord; in whom alſo, ye are 
builded together for an Habitation of God through the Spirit.” 
* Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heayenly calling, 
conſider the Apoſtle and high Prieſt of our profeſſion, Jeſus 

Chriſt ; who was faithful to him that appointed him, as alſo 
Moſes was faithful in all his houſe. For this man was counted 
worthy of more glory than Moſes, inaſmuch as he who hath 
builded the houſe, hath more honour than the houſe. For every 
houſe is builded by ſome man ; but he that built all things is 
God. And Moſes verily was | faithful in all his houſe as a ſer- 
vant, for a teſtimony of thoſe things which were to be ſpoken 
after ; but Chriſt as a Son over his own Houſe : whoſe Houſe 
are we, if we hold faſt the confidence, and the rejoicing of the 
hope firm unto the end. 


The Houſe of God is repreſented to us, you perceive, in the 
paſſage now before us, as, Tux CHURCH OF THE LIVING 
Gop.---And it is among the moſt melancholy Circumſtances, 
which engage our attention in the hiſtory of | Religion, and of 
which the moſt unhappy advantages have been taken by the 
infidel and the profane, that ſo many bitter Apen have oc- 


C 2 955 | curred, 
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reſpecting, Which is. the true Church. 
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— 
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* 7 * 

* 


Leaving however the. Rubbiſh of all human Contreverfies, - 

where, i in our humble Opinion, 1 it _ought to be left, entirely out. 
cr fight---and lying aſide, as much as poſſible, every undue 
Partiality for Cu/tom ; for Education; for Authority; let us have 
direct recourſe to the Law, and to the Teſtimony- to the Wif⸗ 
dom of God, in his own divine Oracles; and there, let us ex- 
amine, what A Church is ; and, what is the true Church... | 


— 


6 . — 


— 


A Church then, in the Language and of the in. 
ſpired Code, is a Company of people, of rational and intelligent 
Beings, profeſſing the Religion of Chriſt, the Truth as it is in 


eſus; and worſhipping the true God, according to the Rule of 


Revelation; i in his own appointed Way; or, agreeable to the De- 
finition we have of the fame Thing in the Articles of our own. 
Eſtabliſhment 


1 
ö 


< The viſible Church of Chriſt is a Congregation of faithful 
men, in which the pure. Word of Gad is preached, and the Sa- 
craments: be duly miniſtered according to Chriſt's Ordinance, in 


all thoſe things, that of neceffity are requiſite to the fame,” 4 


* 
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Here indeed it is abſolutely neceſſary w we ſhould preſerve a 
very important diſtinction -- that is- between the outward and 
) 5 vbvuiflble 
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e 
vilible | Church, ; and the hf ind inviſible Church: or in 
other words more intelligible perhaps to ſome Characters, be- 
tween the Perfons, who only profeſs, and Thoſe, who really 
| 70% the e the tubes and the F aithr of Chriſt. 8 


For inſtance: you de in the ain which were 
given to St. Jchm the divine, of ſeven: Churches in Afia. If 
you read with Seriouſneſs and Care what was written to thoſe 
Churches, you will perceive, how exactly and repeatedly this 
Line of diſtinction is drawn between the Church nominal, and 

the Church real; and how certain it is, that we may belong to 
the former, while we remain entire Strangers to the latter: juſt. 
as when it was faid of the jewiſh Church of old, “All are not. 
Hruel, who are of Iſrael.“ And again, He is not a Jew, [nor. 
a Chriſtian] who is one.outwardly ; neither. is that Circumciſion, . 
[or Bapt iin] which is outward in the fleſh : but, He is a Jew, 
for a Chriſtian] who is one inwardly ; and Circumciſion, . [or 
| Baptiſm] is that of the Heart, in the Spirit, and not in the. 
Letter; whoſe Praiſe is not of Men, but of God.” 5 


£ Thus, He that hath an ear, let him hear what the ſpirit 
faith unto the churches, To him that overcometh will I give to 
eat of the tree of life, which i is in the midſt of the paradiſe of 

Sod. And unto the angel of the church i in Smyrna write, 
Theſe thin gs faith the firſt and the laſt, which was dead, and is 
a ; I know thy. , and tribulation, and poverty (but 

| thou 
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chou art rich) and 1 know. the 1 of them which fay 

they are Jews, and. are not, but are the ſynagogue of Satan.” 
And unto the angel of the church in Sardis, write, Theſe 
things faith he that hath the ſeven ſpirits of God, and the ſeven 
ſtars; I know thy works, that thou haſt a name that thou 
- liveſt, and art dead. And unto the angel of the church of 
the Laodiceans, write, Theſe thin gs faith the Amen „ the faith · 
ful and true witneſs, the beginning of the creation, of God ; I 
know thy works, that thou art neither cold, nor hot: I would T 
thou wert cold, or hot- So then, becauſe thou art luke-warm, , 
and neither cold, nor hot, I will ſpue thee out of my mouth: 
becauſe thou ſayeſt, I am rich, and increaſed with goods, and 
have need of nothing; and knoweſt not that. thou art wretched, 
gnd miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked. 8 that hath 
an car, let him hear what the Spirit. faith unto the churches.” 


Since the total diſſolution of the ſeven Churches in Aſia, and 
in more modern times, we read of the Church of England, the | 
Kirk of Scotland, and the Church of Rome. By which, if we 
mean any thing, we ought to mean certain collective Bodies, in 
theſe ſeveral parts of the World, who profeſs the Religion of 
Chriſt. Neither is it at all inexpedient to enquire into the 
diſtinct Conſtitution of each of theſe Churches. But, after all, 
this great and moſt intereſting Queſtion Rill returns upon us, 
What is intended by THE Cuvxcn or Gop? If we ſtop any 
where ſhort of this Enquiry, we muſt neceſſarily fail of the 
higheſt 
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higheſt point of Inforination : which can 5 potty be en 2 


this — N 15 


The Church of God then, eſſentially conſidered, is, I appre- 
hend, the bleſſed Company of all penitent and believing people, 
in every Age and in every Place---whether in detached Aſſem- 
blies, at different periods, or in the general Aſſembly of the 


Elect. They are ſpoken of, if you remember, as The Body of 


Chriſt ; as when it is. ſaid of the riſen and exalted: Mediator, 
that He is the Head over all things to his Church, which is 
his Body. Chriſt alſo loved the Church, and gave himſelf for it, 


that He might ſanctify, and cleanſe it, and preſent it to himſelf 


a glorious Church, not having ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch 
thing; but that it ſhould be holy and without blemiſh. For 
we are Members of his Body, of his fleſh, and. of his bones; 


This is a great Myſtery ; but J ſpeak concerning CnHRIS＋H and 


the CHuRcn.” And he is the Head of the Body, the Church: 
who is the beginning, the firſt-born from the dead ; that in all 
things he might have the pre-eminence. For it pleaſed the Fa- 


ther, that in him ſhould all fullneſs: dwell: 25 


This Church is the Church of GOD, becauſe, if we conſider 
it as a ſpiritual Fabrick, which is the moſt ſublime and ſcrip- 
tural View of it, the eternal God himſelf is the grand Architee# 
the Purchaſer---and the Proprietor of it. It is his Build- 
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ing---his Purchiſs-<—his Property. It is GOD, who has laid 


it's everlaſting Foundation. For thus faith the Lord, Be- 
hold, I lay in Zion for a Foundation, 4 Stone, a tried icne, a 


precious Corner- ſtone, a ſure Foundation.” --- And again, Feed 
the Church of God, which he hath purchaſed with his own 
blood.”---And, as at the original Creation of the World, and 
in the Perfettion of every thing, which was created, the Wiſ⸗ 
dom and the Power of the Omnipotent alone ſpake, and it was 
done, commanded, and it ſtood faſt; ſo, in the Preparation and 
Beauty, in the Perfection and Glory of this ſpiritual Temple, the 


very ſame Hand, which has laid the Foundation, ſhall bring forth 
the Head-ſtone thereof with ſhoutings, crying, Grace, Grace, 
unto it. The Morning ſtars ſhall fing together, in celebration 
of the Triumphs of this Church-=-the Sons of God ſhall ſhout 
for Joy---and the Gates of hell ſhall never be able to prev 


_— it, 
This is the Church of the living God---in oppoſition to, and 
diſtinction from the Houſes and Temples of Idols, which are 


| ſenſeleſs and inanimate Creatures; whereas the LORD is the 
true God, the living God, the everlaſting King; having Life in 


himſelf, and from himſelf originally, independently, and for 
ever; who only hath Immortality, dwelling in Light unap- 
Proachable, whom no Man hath ſeen or can fee in an embodied 


State, and in whom we kve, and move, and have our being. 


9 5 
wy innetiats;Connodtion! with The Houſe of God, oui 
dered as The Church of. the living God, there ſtands another 
Repreſentation of it, by no means leſs important- Which is, 
that, It is TE PILLAR, and THE GROUND of Tue TRUTH... 


By THE TRUTH, in the preſent application of the Term, we 
ſhall all agree to underſtand religious Truth, divine Truth, 
chriſtian Truth; that Truth, which is, Wiſdom and Knowledge 
indeed; becauſe it is able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, through 
Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. Truth, as it is contraſted with 
the Ignorance, the Error, and the Superſtition of idolatrous Hea- 
thens-=-and, with the wilful Miſtakes and Deluſions of thoſe, 
who, affecting the Sufficiency of Reaſon and Nature, ee 
the lara Light of an additional Revelation. 


The Author of this Truth is, hs God of Truth ; with 
whom it is alike impoſſible, by a holy neceſſity, to deceive, or, 
to be deceived.---The ſacred Repgſitory of this Truth is, The 
Bible. All human Syſtems, Schemes, and Hypotheſes, like 
Meteors in a troubled Sky, may each have it's turn to blaze, 
and paſs away; but, & THE BIBLE will be more enduring than 
the Sun. For, the Sun ſhall be turned into Darkneſs---and the 
Moon into Blood---the Stars ſhall withdraw their ſhining--- 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away--but the Word of our God 
ſhall ſtand for Ever. And that Word, is THE TRUTH. _ 


9 The 


* 2 T 
The un and dub lane of the Trachy is, es of 
Mankind. Iam the Way, the Truth, and the Life,” faid the 
incarnate God. 4 The 00 Was given by Mabe; but rn 
and Truth came by . Ao | 


The i Pillr, and the Gu of the Truth, is, The Church 

of the living God. We may talk of the Latin Church, and of 

the Greek Church, and of any other lac Church; ſtill, it ſhould 
de recollected, That only | is the Church of the living God, or the 
true Church, which is diſtinguiſhed and ſupported by TUR 
Turk. And, as Truth is but one, there can be but one 
true Church; out of which there is no Salvation. For, it is 
neither the Place, nor the People, nor the Profe Non, which 
eſſentially conſtitutes the Church; but, Tus TRurR. © If 
ye continue in my Word, then are ye my Diſciples indeed; and 
ye ſhall know the Truth ; and the Truth ſhall nabe you free. 

Ve ſhall know the Truth, reſpecting God, and Vourſelves; re- 
ſpecting this World, and a better; reſpecting every thing you 


ought 70 believe, to hope, and to do, * che ene and the 
n — of an immortal 7 


Of al * the Church of the living God, from it's: Com- 
mencement in the antediluvian Ara, through every ſucceeding 
Age, has been, what is here called, Tur GROUND. The Seat 
of the Truth. The Place, where it is depoſited; and by which 


5 n 
it is eerst and fecured. It's 1 and 15 8 Fa Dae. Where 
it is ſettled, — fired. ns 


And as the Church of the is living! God is The Ground, it is 
alſo Tux Pi Ax of the Truth. -How far it may be poſſible 
for us to penetrate into the preciſe Idea of the Apoſtle, in the 
uſe of this Image, it is not for Me to determine. Very likely, 2 
He might have ſome Alluſion hefe to the Pillar of a Cloud, of 


Fire, of Smoke, of which you read in the hiſtory of the Chil. 


dren of Iſrael ; and which was to be their ſupernatufal Direc- 
tion, by Night and by Day, in all their Journeyings. Or, he 
might refer to the Strength and Ornament of a Pillar in a Build- 
ing. Or, he might have in his Eye the antient Cuſtom of erect- 
ing Columns, upon ſome * * and engraving certain 
Memorials upon them. 


Ĩ be ſafeſt way perhaps will be, to admit every one of theſe. 
Interpretations of the Metaphor. And then, the Church of 
the living God is That, which is to be our continual Guide and 
Director, with reſpect to divine Truth---to whoſe Authority 
we are to ſubmit, in all the Concerns of Faith and Conſcience 
and, which publiſhes to us the Mind, the Will, and the 
Poctrines of Chrift, as a Pillar does an Edict or a Proclama- 
tion. A very conciſe and comprehenſive Summary of which 
is immediately adjoined, when it is faid, . And with= 
out controverſy, great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs ! 
D 2 GOD, 
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The Church of ahis mung 0 God i is — hs en nor c the 
Pillar of reaſoning Pride; of philoſophical Conceit; of blaſ- 


pheming Infidelity ; of ſceptical Fluctuation; of Diverſity of 


Opinion; of popiſh Traditions; or of Rites. and Ceremonies 


of human Inftitution---but, it is. it's grand Prerogative, it's 
' Dignity, and it's Glory, to be the Pillar and the Ground of that 


Truth, of which Jeſus Chriſt is“ the Alpha and the Omega,. 
the Beginning and the End, the Firſt and the Laſt chat, in all 


things; He might have the Pre-eminence..” 


\ 


Here then it is, we fix our foot; and, upon the beſt of Prin- 


ciples, avow, in the moſt public manner, our warm Adherence 


to the ecclefraſtical Eftabliſhment, of which we deem it our Ho- 


nour to be 4 Member, and a Miniſter... Of the great Autiguity 


_---the political Neceſſity-- the national Expediency---and the ge- 
neral Urility of which, our Time will not permit us ſo to ſ peak, 
as we might otherwiſe 1 vehemently Ow to do. Some= 
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thing however, I muſt intreat your . to offer, on an 
Oceation: ſo _— as the PTR” 


As to any 1 Form af dccleflutical Government, we 
know of none appointed by the expreſs Commiſſion of the great 
Head of the Church---nor do we read of any preciſe Mode, 
which is expreſsly forbidden. The Wiſdom, and the Conde- 
ſcenſion of the King of Saints, appears to have left it in ſome 
meaſure to the Diſcretion of his Creatures, what Mode to adopt 
---with this. Exception---that Nothing be enjoined by hu- 
man Authority, diſhonourable to the Nature, the M. HI, and the 
Word of God. | 


The Church hath power to decree Rites or Ceremonies, and 
Authority in Controverſies of Faith: and yet, it is not lawful 
for the Church to ordain any thing that is contrary to God's 

Word written; neither may it ſo expound one place of Scrip- 
ture, that it be repugnant to another. Wherefore, although the 
Church be a Witneſs and a Keeper of holy Writ, yet, as it 
ought not to decree. any thing againſt the ſame, fo, beſides. the 
fame, ought it not to enforce any thing to- be believed for ne- 
ceſlity of ne 


From a human Inſtitution of any kind, it muſt be Ignorance, 
Enthuſiaſm, or Inſanity, which would expect or demand Perfec- 
n-.”” That the Eſtabliſhment; to which we belon g, may have 

it's. 


. 1 6 1 
' It's n we. — infati ke to deny, . 
need we be aſhamed to own. But, I will appeal to the natural 05 
Philoſopher, whether He is offended with the Sun, becauſe, 
through a teleſcopic Medium, he can diſcover a few Spots in that 
teſplendent Luminary. T will appeal to an Heathen, whether 
in a ſublime Compoſition, pon the whole, He will throw the 
Piece entirely aſide for ſome critical Inaccuracies. N a. Iwill 
appeal to that boaſted Liberality of Soul and Sentiment, which 
is one of the profeſſional Characteriſtics of the Age, whether it 
3s rational, or even decent, elaborately to expoſe, in a great Con- 
ſtitution, i it's almoſt inviſible Defects. But, there are minute 
Chriſtians, as well as minute Philoſophers, who, from the Lit- 
| tleneſs, or the Prejudice of their Minds, not to ſuppoſe a leſs j " 
- tifiable Motive, derive an unaccountable Species of Satisfaction 
; from proclaiming the Faults of That, which they have not the 
Capacity, the Candour, or the Generoſity, to admire. 


If our Church be indeed The Temple of divine Truth, why all 

| this unmanly, this perſevering toil of Prejudice, of Oppoſi- 
tion, of Bigotry, to baniſh from her lawful Reſidence The Angel 
of Peace ?-.-Is it, that her DocTrInes are unſcriptural ? 
1 TRE What! when they are cloathed in the very Language, and 
ZE I” - breathe the very Spirit of the Prophets, the Evangeliſts, the 
| Apoſtles, and of that great Teacher, the Son of God himſelf ! 
Is it, that her LI Tuev is abſurd, fuperſtitious, unſound ? 
What! 3 its Sn it's Humiliations, it's Prayer, it's 


Praiſe, 
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Praiſe, and all it's devout Exerciſes expreſs the very Soul of Piety ; 
and are calculated in their very Nature to make all, who unite in 


them, and who treat them with the Attention they deſerve, Wor- 


ſhippers of God in Spirit and in Truth ? For Gop is a Spirit: 
and, They, who worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and 
in Truth.—-Is it, that the RI TES and CEREMONIES of our 
Church are ſo trifling, or fo offenſive? What! when they are 
fo admirably reformed from the Will-worſhip, the Pomp, and 


the Foppery of the Romiſh Communion? and when the inimi- 


table Harmony of the Doctrines, the Liturgy, and the Cere- 


monial of our Church may with conſiderable Propriety be faid 
to conſtitute, what ſome have called, The Beauty of Holineſs ? 


And, if her Beauty has at any time been ſullied, let it never be 
aſcribed to the Defects of her TG, but to the Infirmi- 


ties of her Members. 


— 


From the moſt impartial Inſpection of theſe her Doctrines, 
her Liturgy, and her Rites, we invite her very Enemies, in the 
ſtyle of Inſpiration, to ſurvey her Excellencies---* Walk about 
Zion, and go round about her: tell the Towers thereof. Mark 
ye well her Bulwarks, conſider her Palaces ; that ye may tell it 


to the Generation following. For, whether we conſider our 


ecclefiaſtic Conflitution, in regard to the Object of M. orſhip-=-the 


Nature of Worſhip---or, the End of Morſbip, we cannot help 
conſidering it, in ſubordination to the Oracles of God, as, The 


Center of all chriftian Ve erity-=-the Bond of Unity-=-and the ſub-- 


line 


"ES + 

lime Source of that Unanimity, which is tf finely Abntid di 
Pſalm cxxxiii. Behold,” how good and how pleafant it is, 
for brethren to dwell together in Unity. It is like the precious 
ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even 


| Aaron's beard, that went down to the ſkirts of his garments. 
As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that deſcended upon 
the mountains of Zion ; for there the Lord communded the : 
bleſſing, even life for evermore.” | 


And, is not This Unanimity the very thing for which our 


pleſſed Saviour himſelf was interceding with ſo much Earneſt- 


neſs and Repetition, juſt before his departure. out of this 
World, in his ever-memorable and moſt inſtructive Prayer re- 


corded in the ſeventeenth Chapter of the Goſpel by St. John? 
Is not This the very Thing, which is enforced by his in- 


ſpired Apoſtle, with ſo much Argument and Warmth, in his 
Addreſs to the Church at Epheſus? 1 therefore, the priſoner 


of the Lord, beſeech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 


where with ye are called, with all lowlineſs and meekneſs, with 


long ſuffering, forbearing one another in love; endeavouring to 


keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is 
one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” 


And 1s not Religion itſelf, in all it's various Branches, one and 
the wwe r in every Individual, who poſſeſſes it? Have 
they 


* 
— 


[a7 
they not” all one and the ſame” Gop? one und the ſame RR 
DEEMER ? ene and the fame SANCTIFIER ? one and the 
ſame BIBIE ?---Are they not to believe, one and the fame 
TRUTH? to walk, by one and the ſame RuLE? to mind, one 
and the ſame TrinG---The one Thing needful. © Unity, | 
Unanimity, Uniformity ſhould be the Aim, the — the Am- „ 
bition, not the of a Chriſtian ! 1 | — 


Is it then the b af le be ute / Sen" 
Ability of a Man of Piety and Virtue---of a Diſciple of the 
Prince of Peace, to treat this Idea of Unity, of Unanimity, of 

Uniformity in matters of Religion, with Ridicule and Con- 
| tempt? to tear the ſeamleſs Veſture of the Son of God into 
pieces, when the very Soldiers, that attended his Crucifixion, 
wiſhed to preſerve it whole ?---< O my Soul, come not Thou 
into heir Secret! unto their Aſſembly, mine Honour, be not 
thou united ! Inſtruments of Cruelty are in their Habitations !” 
To promote this /acred Union, is among the laudable Deſigns 
of our Eſtabliſpment; to inſult it, as imaginary and extravagant, 
is the province of thoſe, who think fit to deſpiſe it. © I be- 
ſeech you, Brethren, mark them which cauſe Diviſions and 
Offences, contrary to the Doctrine, which ye have learned; and 
avoid them. For they that are ſuch ſerve not the Lord Jeſus, 
but by good Words and fair Speeches deceive the Hearts of the 
ſimple.” That they have a Liberty fo to act, it would be idle 
to diſpute: but in what Claſs of Liberty it is to be ranked, it 
: | may. 
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may be difficult, if not uncharitable, to fay : : it is a Lites; | 


however, which, in our humble O pinion, is neither civil, nor 
religious. | | 


5 
$ 


It will be perfectly conſiſtent with both, I truſt, if, in the 


concluſive Application of this Subject, I ſhould take leave to re- 
f commend it to every One of this Auditory, to give all Diligence 
in acquainting yourſelves with the Do#rines of the Church, in 


which you worſhip---to ſtudy her Liturgy, in it's Spirit, and 
Devotions---and to ſhew your ſuperlative Eſtimation of it, by 


a conſcientious Obſervance of all it's Inſtitutions ; more eſpe- 


cially, by your very regular Aſſembling, and your very pious 


Behaviour in the Houſe of God, on The Lord's day. REMEM- 
BER, if you would adorn the Religion you profeſs---if you 


would derive to Vourſelves, or to your Families, the beſt of 


Bleſſings— or, if you would adminiſter by your Example to 


the public Good REMEMBER, that Thou keep card the 
Sabbath- day-: 


I am to exhort you, at the ſame time, to do honour to the 
pureſt Religion and Eſtabliſhment on earth, by one of the no- 
bleſt Operations of the human Heart---by your Benevolence 


and Liberality to the neceſſitous and afflicted. Is it needful for 


me, upon this Occaſion, to remind you, that, The Wiſdom, 


which is from above, is eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy and 


- good Fri ruits —156 it neceſſary for me to repeat to you the 


words 


1-8 3. 
words of the Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, It} is more bleſſed to 
give than to receive 2”__-Should 1 addreſs you, upon the Sub- 
je& of Compaſſion to your Fellow-creatures, as Men- - as Ci- 
tizens---and as Chriſtians ? : 


I will not ſuffer myſelf; the paſt Experience I have had of 
your Beneficence upon theſe Solicitations, which I recollect with 
Gratitude, will not ſuffer me to think, that ſuch a Compli- 
cation of Argument can be requiſite, to provoke your Libera- 
lity. I'will focus ten thouſand Arguments. in one which is 
This---< Ye know the Grace of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, that, 
though He was rich, for your Sakes he became poor, that ye 
through his Poverty might be made rich.“ If God % 
loved us, we ought alſo to love one another.” But, « whoſo 
| hath this world's Good, and ſeeth his Brother have need, and 
ſhutteth up the Bowels of his Compaſſion from him, how 
| dwelleth the Love of God in him! My little Children, let us 
not love in Word and in T ongue, but in Deed, and in Truth.” 
„Let your light ſo ſbine before men, that they may ſee your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 
« But this I ay, He which ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap alſo 
ſparingly ; and he which ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap alſo 
bountifully. Every man according as he purpoſeth in his Heart, 
ſo let him give; not grudgingly, or of ee. for God 
loveth a cheerful Giver.” 


E 2 e - Finally, 


\ 


riah, and Meſhullam. And Ezra opened the book in the fight 
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. / Finally, Brethren, ee "Toy true, in 
ever things are venerable, whatſoever things are juſt, Whatſo- 
ever things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 5 
things are of good Report; if there be any Virtue, and if there 
be any Praiſe, think on theſe Things.” And, with reſpect to 


De Houſe f God, may it be the unfeigned Defire of every 


Heart, when vou ſhall meet together to. worſhip him in this 
Spot, to feel a Diſpoſition exactly correſponding with-that, for 
which the Ifrachtes were noticed in the time of 'Ezra---when 


we are informed, that, All the people gathered: themſelves to- 


gether as one man, into the ſtreet that was before the water- 
gate, and they ſpake unto Ezra the ſcribe to bring the Book of 


- the hw of Moſes, which the Lord had commanded to Iſrael. 
And Ezra the prieſt brought the Law before the congregation, 


both of men and women, and all that could hear with under- 
ſtanding, upon the. firſt day of the ſeventh month. And he 


read therein before the ſtreet that was before the. water- gate, 
from the morning until mid-day, before the men and the 


women, and thoſe that could underſtand: and the ears of all 
the people were attentive unto the Book of the law. And 
Ezra the ſcribe ſtood upon a Pulpit of wood, which they had 


made for the purpoſe, and beſide him ſtood Mattithiah, and 
Shemah, and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maaſeiah, 
25 on his right hand; and: on his left hand, Pedaiah; and Mi- 


ſhael, and Malchiah, and Haſhum, and Haſhbadana, Zecha- 


of 


A 


of al the people [for be was above all the people] ; FR e he 
opened it, all the people ſtood up: And Ezra bleſſed the Lord, 
the great God: and all the people anſwered, Amen, Amen, with 
lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads and wor- | 
W e with their * to the — 


With reſped to The Church of the living 2 you will re- 
member, I hope, that though you do indeed belong to the 
pureſt ecclefiaſtical Eſtabliſhment in the World---and may 
glory in That, as the Jews did in their Temple; and in your 
being the Children 'of the Reformation, as the Phariſees did, 
in their being the Seed of Abraham---let it never be forgotten, 
that you cannot be the faithful Members of the true, the i- 
ritual, the inviſible Church of God, unleſs you are redeemed, 
not only by the infinite Sufficiency of his Power, but alſo by the 
actual Application of his Merit, and by the effectual Operation 
and Influence of his Grace upon your Minds and Hearts. 


Wich reſpect to The Truth, of which the Church of the 
living God is The Pillar and the Ground, I call upon you to 
recolle&, that, * © One principal Deſign for which the Son 
of God became incarnate, was, to diſſipate the Clouds of Ig- 

norance, Superſtition, and Idolatry, by which the Truth had 

been obſcured and diſgraced---to free it from the numberleſs 

Errors, with which it had been adulterated and perplexed--- 

and to make the fluctuating Conjectures of human Reaſon 

| ſubmit 
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Ab 0 the demonſtrative Evidence of divine Ri 


Therefore, buy the T ruth, and ſell it not. Earneſtly contend 


for The Faith, which was once [and once for all] delivered to 
the Saints. Give place by ſubjection, „ no not for an hour, that 


the Truth of the Goſpel may continue with us. It would be 
ungenerous in me, were I not to aſſure you, that, the Know- 


ledge, or rig Underſtanding of the Truth, is eſſential to your 


real Mi ;ſdom---for you cannot be wiſe, in the Judgment of God, 
without it. It is eſſential to your Happineſs---for you cannot 
be ſaved without it. It is eſſential to your higheſt CharaFer--- 


for you cannot be a Chriſtian without it. It is eſſential to your 


Goodneſs- --for you cannot be either holy or moral without it. 


Let there be no ignominious, no ſhameful Sacrifice of divine 


Truth to what is called Liberality of Sentiment; but let every 
Sacrifice be made to That: the Sacrifice of your Diſſipation, 


your Levity, your Indolence, your Careleſſneſs, your Pride, your 
Prejudices, your Paſſions. Sanctioned as I know myſelf to be, 


by apoſtolical Example and Authority, it becomes me to ap- 
prize you, that, Whoſoever tranfgreſſeth, and abidetir not 
in the doctrine of Chriſt, hath not God: he that abideth in the 


doctrine of Chriſt, he hath both the Father and the Son. If 
there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not into your houſe, neither bid him God ſpeed. For he 


that biddeth him God ſpeed, is * of his evil deeds.” 


i. : Le DO ITY: . 
. | | With 


3 9 
' 2s + YN 
LON * 2-4 . 
. 
1 11 2 > | 


W N 
With reſpect to the ultimate Iſſue of all theſe religious Aſſem- 
blies, and theſe pious Exerciſes, let us · ſtrive, let us watch, let 
us pray, that, when the earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle ſhall 
be diffolved, We may have a Building of God, a Houſe, not 
made with hands, eternal in the Heavens ;---that, when the 
Pillars of the Earth ſhall be ſhaken, We may be Pillars in the 
Temple of our God, which is the new Jeruſalem, to go no 
more out ;---and that, at the final Conſummation of all the 
Purpoſes of the moſt High, reſpecting this lower World, we 
may be found among the bleſſed Number of Thoſe, who are 
come unto Mount Sion, unto the City of the living God; and 
to an innumerable Company of Angels; to the general Aſſem- 
bly of the Church of the Firſt-born, whoſe Names are written 
in Heaven; and to GOD, the Judge of all; and to the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect; and to JESUs, the Mediator of the 
new Covenant: Unto Whom, with the Father, and the eter- 
nal Spirit, three Perſons, in one incomprehenſible Godhead, be 
aſcribed the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory for ever. 


Amen. 
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PICKETT, Mavox. 


tk Common Councir holden in the Chamber of the 
. Guildhall of the City of London, | on , ls 
2 Im Day of * February, Ty. 


MOTION being made and Queſtion opt, 9 „That 
it is the indiſpenſible Duty of this Court to ſupport 
_ che Rights and Privileges of the Church of England, as by 


Law eſtabliſhed, they being eſſentially connected with, and 


6 forming a Part of our happy Conſtitution ;”' and the previous 
Queſtion being put, Whether that Queſtion be now put, the 
ſame was reſolved in the Affirmative : Then the main Queſtion 


being put, That it is the indiſpenſible Duty of this Court to 


« ſupport the Rights and Privileges of the Church of Eng- 
« land, as by Law eſtabliſhed, they being effentially connected 
« with, and forming @ Part of our happy Conſtitution“ 


the ſame was reſolved in the Affirmative. 


S RESOLVED, 


RI 8OLVED, That a. full, free, and perfet? Ti n in the Ex- 
ereiſe of religious Duties muſt be the Wiſh and Glory of every 
liberal Mind ; but, to remove the two Bulwarks of our Sacred | 
Conſtitution in Church and State, by a Repeal of the Corpora- 
tion and Teſt Acts, would tend to produce that Civil Anarchy, 
which at firſt pointed out to the Legiſlature the TOY” of 
| making ſuch wiſe and Ke reſtrictive Laws. 


Rrsolvrp, That this Gert & tier Ae called 


upon to ſtrengthen the Hands of thoſe Friends to the Eſtabliſhed 


Church in the Houſe of Commons, who have twice ſucceſs- 


fully oppoſed the Repeal of the Corporation and Teft Acts, by 


expreſſing their publick Thanks for ſuch Conduct; and to ſo- 
licit, not only the Reprefentatives of this City, but alſo the 
other Members of this Court who have Seats in Parliament, 


ſtrenuouſly to reſift every Attempt that ſhall be made to obtain 


that Repeal. 


ORDERED, That the above Reſolutions be ſigned by the: 
Town Clerk, and publiſhed. in all the Morning and Evening 


. 


NOTES. 
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AGE 3. Ie are too fuperſtitious.] Superſtition, it ſhould be obſerved, conſiſts 
both in the Worſhip of falſe Gods, and in the falſe Worſhip of the true God. 
Por the circumſtantial Hiſtory of the Athenian Superſtition, ſee Potter's Grecian An- 


tiquities, Vol. I. Article, The Religion of Greece. 


Page 9. The Cars of our Behaviour, &c.] A much, perhaps by far too much ad- 


mired Author has taken infinite pains to inform the World on the Subject of the 


Graces, Elegance of Manners, and Propriety of Conduct, in Society. Would it be 


unbecoming our Reaſon, or our Dignity, to be as anxious to inform Ourſelves re- 


ſpecting the Behaviour, which is moſt in character, when we are in the Preſence and 


Houſe of the divine Being? Certainly, upon every di/ingui/hing Principle of human 
Nature, that ſhould be our primary Conſideration. 

Of the Turks it is reported by Hiſtorians, when they are called to the Church, 
after having put off their Shoes at the Threſhold of the Moſque, they draw near 


with great Reverence to the Pavement: then the Emam beginneth the Prayers, and 


all the Company follow him, imitating the very Tone of his Voice. And here you 
muſt not think to find any one coughing, yawning, or talking, but having performed 
the-Service, with all poſlible Silence and Solemnity, they depart. 

| Moromtz de Mor. Orient. 


| Page 16. A Church, &c.] Exxan74x 3 Which ſeems to be derived from kur Den; 
to call out; though the learned Mintert chuſes to deduce it from the Heb. Ay. an A 
; g F 2 fembly 3 
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Aembly; for which the LXX. have frequently uſed Exxanoiz. A Church of God'is there-- . 


fore an Aſſembly, or Society of Perſons called out of Mankind by the Word of God. 
In this view it denotes, The univerſal chriſtian Church militant, that is, the whole 


Society of Chriſtians, whereſoever diſperſed, and howſoever diftreſſed throughout the- 


World. And, The a 6 Church — and ghori ified. * v. 24, 27. 


ru F389, & 0 


There are Paſſages „ in which it ſignifies the 1 0 where the c of: 
chriſtian People is aſſembled. Acts xi. 26. 1 Cor, xi. 18, 22. See the learned: 
* Mede, Fol. p. 319. and Wolfius Cur. 1 1 Cor. xi. 22. 

1 . tx 0 ber es 14 
Our Engliſh Word, Church, it is more kathy fuppoſcd; has i | 155 Absalon from 


the Greek Word Kopp? , which. ſignifies, Belonging to the Lord. As Kupizxey Jetz, 


the Lord's Supper, 1 Cor. xi. 20. And Koj1zxn nuigo, the Lord's day, Rev. i. 10. 


$0 Kveianr, or Church, [or Kirk] to mean the Lord's Place, or Portion, See the: 


* Hookers eccleſiaſtical Policy. 


1 21. \ Tu PiLLAR and Gad Be] This way of peakingis uſed Aby 
the Jews, both of Perſons and Things. 80 Zebulun is ſaid to be rm pr. 
The Pillar of the Law); and it was ſaid of the great Sanbedrim in Jeruſalem,. They 

are the Root of the oral Law, and they are NN NY NDP, The Pillars of Doc-- 


| trine; and from them go forth the Statutes and Judgments unto Iſrael.— And the 
ſame is ſaid of Things, as of Per/ons. Maimonides. ſays, The Foundation of; 
Foundations, and the Pillar of Wiſdom, is, to know that there is a firſt Being, that- 

gives Being to all Beings :?? and R. Sangari, another of their Writers, ſays, There 


are two things, which are NY y, The Pillars of the Law=—the One is, 
that the Law is from God; the other is, that it is received with a faithful, or ſincere 
Heart, from the Congzregation:“ to which may be added, that, it is ſaid, „ The 
Myſtery of the Faith is 8DYP) NP, the Ras: and Ground of the World.”— 


2 


The Church may be ſaid to be the Pillar, and the Ground of the Truth, becauſe 


it is eſſential to her being, to teach and to maintain all neceſſary Truths ; and Seca | 


her liviog Members do and will maintain _ when diſguiſed, concealed, denied l, 


or 


\ 
- 


* 
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| or miſcepteſonted by decor and deceiving Profeſſors ; .and becauſe She doth pre- 


ſerve and own thoſe Oracles, i in which the ſaving Truth of Chriſt i is es and * 


3 maintained. Carlefene Veritatem * & Ty 


Multiplex igitur Officium el Render ut ſit Cuftos Gebe Dei; 2. Index, 
qui Scripturam indicat, & ad eam manuducet. If. xxx. 21, : 3. Vindex, qui eam 
tuetur &-vindicat. 4. Præco, qui eam proponit, & promulgat. Rom. x. 16. 
5. Iuterpres, qui verum ejus Senſum ſcrutatur & aperit. 


Page 22. Tae Groun⁰N-Abue Triplicitèr vertitur; aliis eſt, Fundamen- 
tum: aliis, Firmamentum : aliis, Stabilimentum. Sed potiùs eſt, Sede, Domicilium, 


ubi quid locatur, reponitur, aſſervatur. Vocabulum ſumptum eſt a Sellis, in quibus, 


qui conſedere, manent immobiles. | ---. Ort: Ster. 


EccleſiaVeritatis eſt E,awa, quia eam non modo proponere, ſed & vindicare debet- 
& tueri; atque ideo non tantum Lr, ſed etiam, Firmamentum, quo Veritas 
60gnita vindicetur, & adverſus omnes Corruptelas ſarta tectaque conſervatur. 

Turretin. Theolog. 


page 23. TRE PIIIA R—Ervacc.] See Suicer's Theſaurus, and WYolfus Curæ 
philologicæ. Quæ Vox Graphium ſignificat, hoc eſt Inſtrumentum ſcriptorium, quo 
folent antiquitùs ſcribere inTabulis ceratis : Latini ex Grzco Aylum vocant. Hac ſig- 
nificatione dici poteſt Ecclſia Stylus Veritatis : quia per eam, velut per Inftrumentum. 


certifimum, Deus doctrinam Veritatis inſcribit cordibus hominum.. | Eſtius. 
Eft etiam Statia, vel Locus in quo ſtatur, ac ſedetun. Heinſius. 


— 


Quia in Eecleſia, tanquam in Columna, proſtat, & omnibus ſe conſpiciendam 
exhibet. Columna ergo dicitur in Senſu forenſi & politico, prout Columnis edicta 
Principis, & Decreta ac Leges Magiſtratus affigi ſolebant, ut omnibus innoteſcerent; 3 
ut. notat Plin. hiſto. Nat. L. 6. C. 28. & Joſeph. L. 1. Antiq. C. 4. 


Some. 
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l I l 27 
Some think the Apoſtle alludes: to the Uſe of Pillars in the hbzathen Temples, there 
being a magnificent one at Epheſus. On theſe they writ their Laws; here they 
painted their Gods; and from hence they expoſed the Images of their great men. 
The doctrines of the Goſpel ſerve to all theſe: Purpoſes. Here we have our Laws, 
The Grace of God which brings Salvation, teaches us to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Lufts, and to liwe foberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent evil World. Here 
| alſo we ſee As much as we can do of our God, wvho dwelleth not in temples made with. 

bands, neither 7s worſhipped as though he needed any thing. The Deſign of Chriſtia- 
nity is to give us the light of the Knowledge ef the Glory of God, in the Face of Feſus 
Chrift. Again, in this Revelation, we have our Heroes; By Faith the Elders obtained 
a good Report, We are compaſſed about wwith a great eloud of Witneſſes, and are Fol- 
lowers of them, who through . Faith and Patience, do inherit the Promiſes. Here the 
Righteous.are had in everlaſting Remembrance. Whenever the Goſpel. 4s wo 
the Things that they have _ are ſpoken in 3 of them, 


- But not to vex x the Metaphor, and loſe Re” Pg the Chaſe of ſo many Allu- 
ions, the Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, the Report we have of him, may be called the 

Pillar and the Ground of Truth : as it. is the moſt important of all Truths; as it ought 
| chiefly to be contended for ; as other 'Truths are built upon 3 and have a Tendency 
to it; and as it has the beſt influence, upon the Holineſs and Comfort of our Souls. 


Page 24. The great Antiquity, &c.] See Bingham's Antiquities of the Church. 
The political Neceſſity and national Expediency—ſee Biſhop Warburton's Alliance, and 
the Teſtimonies in favour of the Church of England, from Mr. Pitt, Mr. Burke, 
and Mr. Fox, in the Debates on the Repeal of the Teſt-Act. The general A | 
ſee an admirable Sermon lately publiſhed ** the Rev. G. H. Drummond, 


Page 25. The Church bath Power, &c.] The true and real Authority of the 
Church of Chriſl, is to be a Witneſs and Keeper of holy Writ ; to tranſmit it down 
uncorrupted from Generation to Generation, as the only Rule of Faith and Manners 3 
and in matters of indifference, in Rites and Ceremonies and Forms of external Go- 


vernment, 


1 


vernment, to take care chat a/l things/ be done decently and in order: In which matters, 


the univer/al Church, being too large to have any poſlibility of conſulting together, 


the Church in every nation therefore has the ſame Right and Authority to determine 
for it/elf, as the Catholick Church, if it were poſlible for it to come together in one, 
would have to determine for the Whole: Which Power or Authority, in matters of 
_ doctrine indeed, that is, in appointing the terms or Conditions of Salvation, is none 
at all; not only in any particular Church, but even in the whole Carholick Church 


colleFively ; nay, even in the Apaſtles themſelves ; nay, if we will believe Sz. Paul, 


even in an Angel from Heaven, it is abſolutely none at all; for if any Man hall add 


to theſe things, God ſpall add unto HI u, the plagues that are written in his Book ; and'if | 


any Man fhall. take away. therefrom, God Hall take away his part out of the Book of 
| Life, and out of the holy City. But in Rites and Ceremonies, in the manner and cir-- 
cumflance of Governments, and all matters of external form, which God hath left in- 
different ;,\n theſe things, the Authority of Men properly takes place; and herein every 
good Man ought to comply with. the Laws and . 9K of he Government he lives: 
under.. | 47 | {+ ; Dr. Clarke. 


4 


, 

As for her Authority in determining Controverſies of Faith, I think it is plainly 
_ clearly grounded upon, and. deduced from the Practice of the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves; amongſt whom there ariſing a Controverſy, whether it was lawful to: 
circumciſe the Gentiles, and to command them to keep the Law of Moſes, they- 


preſently met together to conſider of the Matter. Acts xv. 5, 6. 
- Biſhop Beveridge... 


Fage 26, TL awill. ks to an heathen, be. 


Non ego paucis 
Offendar maculis, quos aut Incuria fudit,. 


Aut humana parum cavit Natura... 


_ « The Candour which Horace ſhews in this generous Sentiment, is that, which diſ- 
tinguiſhes a Critic from a Cawiller, The. Truth is, whether we chuſe to eriticize or 
to.cavil, there can be no more a perfect Work in the World, than a perfect Man.” 


The 
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The Amiableuefs of Canddur is univerſally admitted; bat the Praflice of it is very 
ſeldom to be met with; and leaſt of all in Thoſe, ho indulge an illiberal Averſion 
to the Eftabliſoment. A modern very elegant Writer is of Opinion, that Candour and 


22 recommended by St. Paul ſhould be conſidered * the ſame Vir - 
, under different. Terms. And, in that. caſe, ſays He, © it is a Character, 


dich make une fr the lan of gol and which is to be found in 


every thing haman—which: expects nothing faultleſs—which leans to the moſt eandie 
Cetebe Ba 7 PI ie, ke. | 


e In: Cl; where, _ the.leall, there is nothing «either in the 


= Object or the Manner of Worſhip, which contradiQs the Light of Nature, or the 
more ſublime Verities of divine Revelation, to rail at the religious Inſtitutions of the 


Country, under the pretence of Largeneſs of Mind, or Liberty of Conſcience, be- 
trays an undiſtinguiſhing Genius [if Genius it may be called] which ales _ 


Auen for Freedom of Thought, Mn e e | = 
"NJ 
4 Y ; 


Church, of much more Brilliancy than Caution, Wit than Judgment, has thought 
proper to ſay on this Subject, Make Religion what you will, let it be Speculation, 
let it be Eractice 3 make it Faith, make it Fancy; let it be Reaſon, let it be Paſ- 
ſion, let it be what you will, Uniformity: in it is not to be e Philoſophy is a 
8 to. it, 3 diſowns it.“ 


e Authicr] <f eie Eis bv ligt as enchufattic 


Admirer, whoſe Language is as follows... . Be nor carried about with divers and 


ſtrange Doctrines. Why would not the Apoſtles have Chriſtians carried about with 


divers and ſtrange Doctrines? Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt, that is, Chriſtianity, the Reli- 


gion taught by Jeſus Chriſt, is always the ſame, andis-not ſubje& to the Uncertainty 


of any human Science.”—N. B. We are humbly of Opinion, that the Alliance be- 
tween Sameneſs of Doctrine, and Uniformity of Sentiment; and Modes, is as de- 


; monſtrable and conſiſtent as That between the Church and State in a national View. 
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: The Truth, Rapediency; and Utility of which have been n, 5 in a 2 5 
„% — 8 e 
i net "carried gens Heb. xiii. he ae a perpetual . 
Round; moving in a Circle, inſtead of being fixed in a Center; ever learving, and / 
never able to come to the Knowledge of the Truth. Or, like Clouds, which are - 
| carried about with every Wind that blows, and never continuing in one Stay. See 

this fully exemplified in the Galatian Churches, Chap. i. 6, 7. iii. 1. iv. 9, 10, 11. 

v. 15. We may diſpute with mutual forbearance, and be as eaſy to the Miſtakes - 
of our Brethren, as we are to their Tempers ; but an Error, which ſaps the Foun-- 
dation, that digs up the Ground of 8 not te be enduzed. A ate all 
PING Aſhes. | 


Page 32. Think of theſe Things.] Aoyttitobe, Reaſin upon them—be intent upon 
| them—confder them—and 2zreat them, in conſequenfe thereof, according to their due 
Value and Eftimation.—F rom the Verſe itſelf, it 2 obvious to infer, that, t The 
Belief of the Truth, the Practice of Piety, and all che relative Moralities of Life, 
are inſeparably connected. in the chriſtian n „and form e once s moſt ſub - 

lime — 3 


Page 33. The Children of the Riformation.] Much and highly as it becomes us 
to eſtimate the Bleſſings of The glorious Revolution, in the laſt Century, let it never: 
be obliterated from our Memories, Minds, and Hearts, that the Bleſſings and the 
Glories of The. 9 ants in the preceding Rar. are much more highly to be 
eſtimated. | 


It 1 indeed greatly to be lamented, that while Monuments are erected to record 
and celebrate remarkable Chara&ers and Events in the Annals of Hiſtory, there is 
nothing of this ſort in our Country to perpetuate the Names of thoſe pious Worthies, 
the Inſtruments under God and his Providence of our national. Church in it's preſent 

State of Purity and Excellence. . 
| G. A Report 
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| l 
A050 has lately hoe circalathe; that an Offering has been made of 65 prinitie 
of illuſtrious Sepulture in St. Paul's Cathedral, to the Aſhes of the late Mr. Howard. 
Were it permitted the Writer of theſe Hints, he would take the Liberty of hoping, 
that-Wickli Ve. Cranmer, Luther, and Others, the nobleſt . Friends of Man and all 
* will. not . * in our one — | 


by] 


Page 34. Let there be 2 ſacrifice of Truth, to Liberality of Sentiment, &c.] The 


only proper. Idea of this Term, according to the modern Application, or rather Per- 
werfion of it, is, A general Conſent.to believe or diſbelieve any thing. every thing, or 


nothing. How far a Spirit of Oppoſition to our Eſtabliſhment may have been 
ſanctioned and encouraged of late by the general Affectation of a Thing ſo equi- 


vocal, and ſo undefined, as this faid Liberality .of Sentiment, ſhall be left to the 


Determination of ſuperior Judgments, We have our Apprebenſions on that ſubject. 


And ir may, at leaſt, be well to-be on our guard againſt every Extrene ; and to be 


as. cautious in preſerving our Conſiſtency, eſpecially in caſes of ſuperlative Obligation, 
as we are in avowing our Candour. Not that we are afraid, the Cauſe of divine 
Truth, or of the national Churco, ſhould be tried at the Bar of rrae Liberality of 
Sentiment—whoſe.rea/ Principles, we humbly conceive, are ſuch as Theſe, perfectly 


coincident with the following Maxims 


«« 1. The Word of God truly preached, and the Sacraments duly adminiſtered, 
according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, are two undeniable Marks of the viſible Church 


of God. 


2. Wherever theſe two Marks are to be found in particular Societies, thoſe are 
true Churches, however diſtributed according to human Conveniencies: having theſe 


two Marks, they retain the true Nature and C * of Churches, and ought to 
be ſo eſteemed. 


7 


3. Men ak: not to break FY Unity of ſuch Churches, by Separation from them, 
or. vr .by diſturbing their Peace and Order.” 


"Suck 


1 1 


Such are the Maxims of Liberality advanced in the Wrkings of the jearned and 
unprejudiced Crocs, Calvin, and Zanchy. | 


Page 34. Earneſtly contend for the Faith, &c. ] See an admirable Sermon on 
this Subject by the preſent Right Rev. Biſhop of Norwich. 


9 
— 


Page 4. If chere come any unto you, and bring not. this Dogrine, &c.] Itis 
indeed upon the Purity of her Doctrine that we prixcipaly. maintain and ſupport this 
humble Defence of. our national Church. | N 


Her doctrine how pure and uncorrupt claiming a higher origin than the 
ſyſtems of a Calvin, or a Luther, even the authority of the word of GOD. For no 
Church has maintained, with greater ſteadineſs, theſe two grand Reformation-prin« 
ciples, The right of private Juagment, and Scripture being the ſupreme Fudge 


of controverſy.” Nor does ſhe act contrary to theſe, in Es, Am: ſtandards 


and teſts of Conformity.” 81 


That which firſt gave birth to Creeds and Confeſſions, was the calumnies of thoſe 
who oppoſed the truth. Thus, when the. firſt Chriſtians were pointed out as men of 


the moſt abandoned character, and Chriſtianity itſelf as an enemy to all order and 


government, —it became a matter of. indiſputable duty to wipe off theſe reproaches, 


by giving to the world an impartial account of their Doctrines and e which 


gave riſe to the ancient Creeds and Apologies.” 


% But as every man muſt judge for himſelf, and act agreeably to his own n= 


ſcience in the choice of his religion —ſo every religious Society has a natural pri- 


vilege of worſhipping in that way, which, according to their molt impartial view of 


things, ſeems.moſt agreeable to divine. revelation ; and of ordering, as they judge 
beſt, all matters of joint concern to the whole body. Nor has any man a right to 
thruſt himſelf into. their. ſociety, but upon their terms, and wich their conſent ;- 
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.<« And if it ſhould happen, cat different ſenſes are put upon Scripture, in order 
10 ſapport oppoſite: opinions, they have the ſame natural "right of declaring in what 


ſenſe ſcripture is underſtood by them, and of refuſing to admit into their ſociety, ſuch. 


N |. as are of a different opinion. Not that, by this refuſal, they declare ſuch a per- 
- ſon a bad man; but only, that, being of a different opinion from them, he can, 
with no EO be one of en e 155 e, be 5 | 


* 
. 
1 *- * 


8 Sach a Society of fallible men are, noddböbt, liable to miſtakes. They may 
either believe what is really .a falſehood, or fancy a true Doctrine of more im- 
Portance than it is. But :this - does not alter the caſe in the leaft, For as it is with 

a a private. perſon, ſo it is with ſuch a ſociety : if it errs, it errs only to itſelf, and 
muſt follow-it's own light. And it were extremely abſurd to imagine, that, fo long 


as conſcience dictates to them the truth and importance of any doQrine, they ſhould 


be obliged to quit their own * for the opinion i as fallible as 
themſelves. 


As the mitids of men are not formed to think exactly in che Tame manner on 
all points, and as the love of ſingularity, or diſtinction, might carry them far, where 
they are at liberty to give vent to their peculiar opinions, it is a wiſe reſtraint, that 
. confines our public teachings within. certain limits preſeribed by the Church. Hard 
as this may ſeem to bear on liberty of Conſcience, chere cannot be a national Church 
without it; for if full freedom was allowed to the extravagant fancies of men, they 
would ſoon divide, and branch out into a thouſand different Sects. It is neceſſary, 


too, that the Magiſtrate, who-is to protect the public Religion, ſhould know what it 
in, and bave it clearly defined.” 


It has heenobjetted indeed with peculiar Satisfaction and Ardour, and is often re- 


peated with uncommon Vehemence, that, there is a general Departure from the 


Doctrines of the Reformation, on which our Church is founded, among Thoſe, -who 


An the moſt ſolemn manner have atteſted their Adherence thereto. A Charge, which, 


112 49 J 5 


If it were true, Would cover us with Confuſion; but, if falſe, ſhoald revert with 
: tenfold 1 ' Confuſion on the Minds of the Accuſers. 


* * 


Another . againſt the Church, which has been ſeized with equal Avidity, 


is, The deplorable Ignorance, both of Parents and Children, of the very Dodrines 
by which | hs a ues * is „ 


If : the Members of the Church of England, into whoſe hands theſe 2 may 
fall, wiſh to ©* be always ready to give an anſwer to every man who aſketh them a 
Reaſon for the Faith, or the Hope that is in them; they may conſult a Commen- 
tary on T he thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England, which ſhall appear in ſome 
future Numbers of The divine Treaſury, ſold at No. 1, Pater-noſter-Row. 
| Upon a Review of the whole, we may venture to conclude, that, Neither Juſtice, 
nor Piety, nor T; ruth, nor any thing but Prejudice, Infidelity, or Scepticiſm, will 


ever be engaged in that Party, which ſhall effectuate the Deſtruction of the national 


Church. Which, Ged pre ger ve to the lateſt Pofterity ! 4 
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THE TEST or 1 RUT H, PIETY, AND | ALLEGIANCE = | 
A®Sermoi, delivered on the Day of Sacramental Qualification for the 
Chief Magiſtracy of the City of London; er che 8 EDD.” the: 
Lord Mayor, the Aldermen, and Sheriffs... | 


© RELIGION . AND b LOYALTY, the Grand Support of the Britiſh 
Empire: A Sermon, delivered in the Cathedral- Church of St. Paul. 
January 30, 1790, before the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, the Court 
of Aldermen, &c. &c. being the Anniverſary of the nn. of 
King enn the Firſt. 


THE ESSENTIAL DEITY OF THE MESSIAH; and the 
Great Importance of that Article of the Chriſtian Faith, to every- 
conſcientious Member of the Church. of England ; - conſidered, in a 
Sermon, preached in the Cathedral-Church of S. Paul, January 24, 
** 9o, being the firſt Sunday in Hilary Zen 


* 


. Ou Speedily 


1 


; Speedily _ be NOR» f 


THE SURPRIZE OF DEATH! a Commemorative Sermon 


on the Character, Sufferings, and Crucifixion of the Son of God: 
delivered in St. Paul's Cathedral, before the Right Hon. the Lord 
833 Aldermen, and — on April 2, 1 790, _ Good Friday. 


And alſo, 


THE HARMONY or DIVINE anv HUMAN LEGISLA- 
TION ; a Sermon, preached before the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, 
the Judges, &c. at St. Paul's Cathedral, on Sunday che 25th of April, 
1790, being the firſt Sunday 1 in Eaſter Term. 
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